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1. I hever heard of any directive or circular issued by the Medical Department
of the War Ministry in Moscow or the Medical Department of GOFG. setting an
official army policy on-VD, T am positive that no sich dir tive or circular
was in the file of the 25X1

| if such a drective

25X1 'I'Eﬁev_ermn issued, 1% would certainly have been in this file.

2. Soviet Army policies on VD were determined first of all by local conditions,
The attitude toward VD was not the same in Germany as in the Soviet Union.' - -

a2, In the Soviet Union contraction of VD was considered a breach of

discipline and, therefore, resul
25X1 of this fact, | I

ciplinary punishment. In support
two casess

25X1 (1) & sergeani serving with the Officer Candidate School

asnoyar contracted syphilis,

The man was immediately

demoted to private and sent to the local army hospital for

treatment, i
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(2) _la studeut of the Navay Aviation Technical
chool in Mclotov sontragted gonorrhea and was given

15 days in the guard-house, T know of ether cases g ‘
where military bersomel in the U3SR were punished for econ-~
tracting VD, but I do not'remembgr-dates”and locations, '
In both cases mentioned above, the disease was réported -
promptly for treatment, but this fact did not prevent
punishment . : ,

I think the general attitude, evén now, of the‘quiét,prulition
is that VD is s disgrace; therefore, the punishments imposed

- Upon army personnel who contracted the disease should be eon-"

Bldered more as a logical sonsaguence of this general attitude’

than as a special army policy. The use of prophylactics in the
Soviet Army was obligatory; violators who .failed %o comply

With these rules were punished., At least, that was the offieial
‘Justification for the punishment imposed. - . :

In Germany the situation in respect to VD was different. Female
Soviet volunteers with the armed forceu:invaermany had to undergo
quarterly medical checks in the army gynecological elinics,

. Therefore, the possibilisy of contraction of VD from Soviet

female personnel was almost ruled ous. That left only one
way to pontract VD, namely, from German women. :Since fraternization

was strictly forbidden, every VD case in the oebupation army
first-of all indicated a flagrant breach of the non-fraternization .
poliecy and was considered indisputable evidence’ of such a '

- breach, Since noncompliance with the anti-fraternizatiou.rulea

was considered a most.serious violation of discipline, even
when VD was not contracted; the punishment was always imposed,

. &6 least officially, for breach of anti-rraternizqtion'rulep.

It was very hard to 8ay whether some part of the punishment was.
actually given because of the VD 1tself;, or whether the entire.
punishment was given because of the violation of non-
fraternization regulations., In point'of‘fa¢t, 8ince personnel
caught in violation of non-fraternization rules Were almost
&lways sent back to the USSR, it .did not make any difference
whether the VD was to any extent the cause of the punishment,
However, I knew of a case where a rivate in en artillery
]contr&cted gonorrhea in;

[and reported promptly for treatment. Since it
could not be definitely sstablighed whether he had contracted

treated in an army hospital and then glven 20 days in %he.guarﬂp

house. Since fraternization could hot be established in his | 25X1

case, the punishment was actually given for VD, although I do
not know what was the official interpretation of the violation
sommitted. I remember othen cases of VD in units near

where punishments were given; I do not know any detalls.

Treatment of VD cases, especially Byphilis, was Hormally .dome in

VD wards of army hospitals. Officers and sometimes EM who were ‘on

friendly terms with the unit's mediosl officer or medical asslstant
oould get away with having private treatment at the unit's ) g
dispensary. No record of such a case would be made, Officers who
by the nature of their duties could go out and viasis German townmg
sometimes decided to apply te local German physicians and pay for
the treatment. : .

&. Depending on local conditions, cases of gonorrhea in the Soviet

‘ in Germany were sometimes tréated im wunit dispensaries
rather then in hospitals to avoid "washing dirty linen in
public”. Normal trestment consisted of five shots of ‘
penleillin of 40,000 units each, given within 8 10~hour peried.
This treatment was the zame at 2 unit dispensary as in an aArRy
hoapital,
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b. Syphilis was aiways treated in army hospitals., In the first
stage 1t was treated by a series of penicillin shots and sulfa
drugs over & perilod of several months. When this was completed,
patients were returned to thelr units and normally sent back
0 the USSR, where they were advised to report weekly to local
VD or general dispensaries for alternate shots of bismuth and
of salvarsan or neo-salvarsan. I do not know any details
covering this treatment. .

‘I wish to emphasize that as far as I know there was no such thing

as clear-cut, definite policy on VD in the Soviet Occupation

Forces in Germany. There were no regulations presceribing punishment
for VD and no directives saying that there would be no punishment
when VD cases were reported promptly ror treatment, Therefore, I
believe 1t would be proper to assume that this matter is

left strictly to the discretion of local commanders, who treat it

&s & disciplinary violation of the non-fraternization policy.
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